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things started!”
she recalls. The
primary issue was
the warehouse
space needed
to provide
this service.
Fortunately, a
very generous
businessman
donates CWP’s
warehouse
space in West
Chester and
Downingtown.

Chip and Glenda Brion and their dog Mitchell

due to unforeseen circumstances such as a
flood or fire and having no furniture to fill
your new home? Glenda Brion’s goal is to make
that transition as easy as possible for families,
individuals and veterans in Chester County who
have few possessions or lack the resources to
furnish their home.
Glenda is the CEO and Executive Director
of Community Warehouse Project of Chester
County (CWP), a furniture bank providing
free furniture to Chester County families and
veterans in need. CWP, a 501(c) nonprofit,
became operational in November 2017, and
Glenda has the skills and experience necessary
to run the organization—she’s spent most of her
career working for nonprofits, and has focused
on fundraising, volunteering and development
for the past 25 years. She explains how CWP
came to fruition:
“I worked for Friends Association in the past – an
organization that connects homeless people with
housing – and I learned that our families were
very happy to get shelter for their children and
then move into permanent housing, but most
often they had no furniture and had no money
to buy furniture. Recognizing this need in the
community, I asked Friends Association donors
and volunteers for furniture donations for these
families since there was no furniture bank in the
area. I was amazed at the quantity and quality of
furniture being offered.”
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The exterior of CWP’s
building in downtown
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Photo provided by
Glenda Brion
8

eastbradfordNEIGHBORS

A typical day for Glenda begins with checking her emails from
caseworkers at the many agencies in Chester County to see if there are any
emergency needs such as a domestic violence client or a fire victim. In the
past, she then scheduled an appointment with the caseworker and client
to come to the warehouse to “shop” for everything they needed to set up
housekeeping in their new home. Due to Covid-19, CWP has stopped
having people come to the warehouse to shop. Instead, Glenda sets up
FaceTime calls with clients or texts them photos of the furniture so they
can choose what they like. “We now have a moving service to deliver
the furniture thanks to a grant from the County Commissioners,” adds
Glenda. “This way the client does not have to come to the warehouse to
pick up their furniture.”

CWP is always in need of more volunteers, funding and donations.
Glenda says, “We are in constant need of donations since we give away
hundreds of furniture items each week.” The items that are currently most
in demand are smaller-sized dressers, smaller-sized tables, twin, full and
queen size mattresses and box springs, pots and pans, microwaves, sofas
and loveseats.
CWP can always use more volunteers to help gather donations, organize
the donations at the warehouse, create awareness about the program,
assist with clerical projects, and other tasks. Glenda adds that a critical
need is additional funding to help with transportation for their families.
She says, “When we do not have a grant, we ask our families to pick up
their furniture themselves at the warehouse. This requires renting a truck
and getting helpers which can be very stressful, and there are times when
they just can’t make it happen. I’d like our funding to continue so we can
offer delivery for those who can’t afford to rent the truck. One day with
yourself or your kids sleeping on the floor is too long. We have the beds
they need and I like to get these items to them as quickly as possible.”

Cherishing East Bradford
Glenda and her husband Skip have been married for 44 years and met at
Legal Aid in West Chester. “I worked there and he was a board member,”
says Glenda. They lived in the West Chester borough for 10 years before
moving to East Bradford in 1986, an area which they love. They have two
children, Kate and Scott. They also enjoy spending time with their four
grandchildren: two girls (ages six and seven) and two boys (ages five and
seven). Their dog Mitchell is a seven-year-old Maltese/Westie mix that
they rescued from Main Line Animal Rescue.

A very important part of Glenda’s work is getting all the donations into
the warehouse so she also spends a lot of time responding to phone calls
and emails regarding donations. She likes to see photos first to be sure
the offered donations are appropriate for their clients’ needs and then she
schedules a time to get the items to the warehouse.
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Moving is stressful
during the best of
times. Moving during
a pandemic would
certainly compound
that stress, but
imagine moving
during a pandemic

Glenda is the only
permanent staff
member working
with a variety
of generous
A family that received furniture from CWP
volunteers.
“I try
Photo provided by Glenda Brion
to keep everyone
doing what they like to do and doing what CWP needs so that our clients
get the necessary items to help make their house a home,” she says. “Some
volunteers like to organize and sort donations, some like to help move
furniture to a client’s home, and some like to help pick up donations or
perhaps fix a broken table. It’s such a blessing to know all these wonderful
people enjoy supporting our mission.”

that we had so much furniture to give him that will now make his family
feel at home. He was so excited and relieved at the same time. It’s hard to
imagine the stress that these families are feeling when they don’t know
how they are going to furnish their house with beds, sofas, desks, and all
the housewares that are needed to cook and sleep.”

Glenda notes that CWP serves approximately 250 clients each year so
about 750 clients have been the recipients of donated furniture and
housewares since 2017.
Glenda recalls one of her
favorite stories since she
founded CWP. “When
a veteran received his
furniture, which included
a desk for his daughter, he
started crying in disbelief

Some available furniture at CWP
Photo provided by Glenda Brion

When Glenda retired from Friends Association,
she knew that Chester County needed a
furniture bank. “It was an exciting time getting
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A family that received furniture
from CWP
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Chip and Glenda in the Italian Dolomite mountains
Photo provided by Glenda Brion
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Glenda says that they’ve lived in the Mt. Bradford neighborhood for 35 years. “We love East
Bradford for its quiet neighborhoods and friendly and interesting neighbors,” she says. “We also love
the old grange and log cabins all around the back roads, the excellent township government, and
that we are close to town.”
Glenda and Skip also enjoy walking Mitchell at all the local parks and open spaces in the area as
well as driving along the Brandywine to appreciate the old barns and historic structures.

View

Enhance Your

EXPERIENCE THE
CHAPMAN DIFFERENCE

“It’s always fun to walk around the neighborhood and have a little chat with whomever is outside
sharing a bit of news, asking about the kids and grandkids, and of course their dog!” Glenda says.
Glenda grew up in southern Chester County, and spent her early years on a farm, then later in
West Grove, graduating from Avon Grove High School. Skip grew up in Northeast Philadelphia
and came to Chester County for his first job out of law school. Glenda jokes, “We’ve had fun over
the years sharing the different experiences of country girl versus city boy!” She adds, “He showed
me the sights around Philadelphia and I showed him how to navigate the awesome country roads
we have here. I still like hiking on the rolling hills the best and he likes walking on sidewalks
around town. So we do both. It has been a great combination of lifestyles blended together.”
Glenda and Skip have also done a lot of traveling — sometimes with family and friends, and
sometimes just with each other. They like to take in the vibe of each place they visit, making sure
to explore the local areas and learn the history. They cherish the memories of their family ski trips
on the west coast, and they loved an African Safari trip which had a heavy focus on elephants.
“We are always thinking and planning the next adventure,” Glenda says, “and Glacier National
Park is on the agenda as soon as we are comfortable traveling again.”

Windows, Doors, Entrance &
Patio Doors, Siding, Stucco
Remediation & Roofing.

Glenda wants to add, “Thank you to our neighbors who help make East Bradford the treasure that
we enjoy. We are so very grateful for this wonderful place we call home. And, thank you for bringing
us East Bradford Neighbors. We read it cover to cover and always do business with local businesses
whenever possible.”

VISIT OUR AMAZING
PREMIER SHOWROOM!

If you are interested in making a furniture donation or volunteering for Community Warehouse
Project, please call (484) 473-4360, or visit their website at communitywarehouseproject.com.

882 S. Matlack St., Suite G
West Chester, PA
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
Sat. 9am-5pm
FAMILY OWNED FOR

25 YEARS

chapmanwindowsdoors.com
610.431.8898

Items CWP Accepts

Items CWP Does Not Accept

• B edroom – Mattresses, Box Springs, Dressers,
Bed Frames (No Headboards)

•W
 orn furniture with rips, tears, stains,
or visible pet hair

• L iving Room – Sofas, Loveseats, Stuffed Chairs

•W
 e cannot repair or clean items

• K itchen – Kitchen Tables, Kitchen Chairs

•W
 aterbeds or platform beds

Items must be clean and in good working condition.

•W
 e cannot accept donations from
insect-infested homes or buildings

We also accept other household items,
such as:

• C ribs, car seats, high chairs, changing tables

• L amps

Item Condition

•N
 ight Stands

• Items must be clean and in good working order.

• B ed Frames
• B unk Beds

•G
 ently used, ready to use, no repairs needed –
no rips, tears, stains, or tape patches

• T V Stands

•M
 attresses must be stain free

•D
 ishes, Plates, Silverware

•N
 o pet hair, bed bugs, fleas, cockroaches,
evidence of mice or other rodents, exposure
to other health risks, etc.

• P ots, Pans, Bakeware
CARRYING THESE BRANDS AND MANY MORE....

#PA020224
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FINANCIAL WISDOM: GROWING & PROTECTING YOUR

Live Long and Prosper, but Plan for that Longer Life!
By Dan White, CLU, ChFC, RICP President & CEO of Daniel A. White & Associates, LLC, Glen Mills, PA

Anyone can see that average life expectancies are increasing
(with the average American living to 78), but averages are
misleading. “If you've made it to 65, there's a good chance
you're going to be here a while longer,” said Dan White, Founder
of Dan White and Associates. But the flip side of this good news is that you
and your spouse will need to plan to generate retirement income for a longer
period of time.
A study by the Society of Actuaries backs this up. It found that married
couples aged 65 today have at least a 50 percent chance of one spouse living
to 92 and a 25 percent chance of one living to 97. For singles, those numbers
are slightly lower with half of all 65-year-old men living to 85 and half of all
women living to 88.
People in their 50s and 60s and close to retirement must realize that they can’t
play the market in hopes of huge returns because it’s likely that they’ve got
decades left to live. A fairly normal correction in the market could wipe out
their savings. Clients who are close to retirement should not be looking for a
high rate of return during this stage of life. Instead, they need to position their
assets for income that will last a lifetime.
For most clients, this means pulling back from the market and making
bigger investments in safe income sources Indexed annuities and certain life
insurance policies are good examples of safe income sources, especially since
few people can rely on pensions anymore.

Underestimating life expectancy also leads to unsustainable annual withdrawal
rates from nest eggs. A survey by the American College found that most
people assume that they can safely withdraw 4 percent, but a study from the
college said 3 percent is a far safer bet, given today’s market conditions, the
cost of living and longer retirements.
While quite a few Boomers hope to retire before 65, many don't
understand their financial needs during the gap between retirement and
when they can get Medicare coverage. Medicare doesn't kick in until age
65, and anyone retiring before then, will need to have a big enough nest
egg to pay for health insurance.
DON’T TAKE YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY TOO EARLY
More importantly, early retirees often fail to strategically plan their Social
Security collections for maximum lifetime income. One of the biggest
problems is that people collect Social Security too early.
According to the Social Security Administration, collection at age 62 equates
to a 30 percent reduction in lifetime monthly benefits, while each year of delay
from 66 to 70 offers an eight percent increase. While it may seem intuitive
to clients to take that “free” money before they draw down their limited nest
eggs, waiting will provide for far more lifetime guaranteed income. To be
sure that living longer is still living well, check with your retirement planning
professional to be sure your income will last as long as you do!

•W
 e are not accepting office furniture

• L iving Room Tables

•G
 lassware, Cups, Coffee Mugs

∂
retirement nest egg
∂

• S heets, Blankets, Towels, Pillows

•N
 o disassembly provided –
items must be disassembled on donation

• S mall appliances – Microwaves, toasters,
coffee makers, etc.

• A ll furniture must be SAFE!
We do not accept recalled or damaged items.

Calling all East Bradford families! Do you have an interesting story to share? Nominate yourself or your neighbor
to be featured in one of our upcoming issues! Contact us at ldigiovine@bestversionmedia.com.
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